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Clean air heroes hidden among Euro 6 villains in latest EQUA NOX ratings 

 
Ensuring that it remains difficult to pick the saints from the sinners, the latest 
additions to the comprehensive EQUA Air Quality (Aq) Index show that Euro 6 
vehicles continue to deliver drastically different results when tested in the real 
world. 
 
With diesel vehicles continuing a recent trend, the new results show that it’s wrong 
for car buyers to assume all Euro 6 cars are equal in terms of producing harmful 
emissions when used in the real world. Including models from BMW, Ford, Land 
Rover and Maserati, the latest ratings vary from those that meet the official targets, 
to those that emit up to 12 times over the Euro 6 limit. 
 
The cleanest new machines include the BMW 520d auto and Mercedes C220d auto 
which produced NOX in line with official figures, while the BMW 216d Active Tourer 
recorded the second-highest band of pollution, equating to roughly 8-12 times the 
Euro 6 limit. Once again, petrol models performed far better, with all new models 
hitting the top mark for air quality - except one which was only one band adrift. 
 
The new EQUA Air Quality (Aq) Index also includes the latest petrol hybrid models 
from Lexus and Toyota – all of which were in line with legislation. To date, all Euro 6 
hybrid vehicles accessed have produced real-world results in line with official 
targets. 
 
These latest results underline the fact that that, with the proper development work, 
all cars can cut harmful NOX emissions. Nick Molden, CEO and founder of Emissions 
Analytics, said: “There’s no way of predicting how a car will perform, as engine size, 
badge or even type of car are no solid guide. This continuing variance between 
official and real-world figures not only means that car drivers remain in the dark, but 
any scheme using these official figures as a guide to help reduce air pollution is 
doomed to fail. We urge government and policy makers to consider real-world test 
results as critical in tackling the issues that can have a serious impact on health.” 
 
 
 
 



Latest additions to the EQUA Air Quality (Aq) Index 
 

Make Model Fuel Engine size 
(litres) 

Power Driven 
Wheels 

Transmission On sale Equa Aq 
Index 

BMW 5 Series Diesel 2.0 190 2 Automatic YES A 

Mercedes-Benz E-Class Diesel 2.0 192 2 Automatic YES A 

Mercedes-Benz V-Class Diesel 2.1 190 2 Automatic NO A 

Mercedes-Benz C-Class Diesel 2.1 201 2 Automatic YES A 

BMW 7 Series Diesel 3.0 315 4 Automatic YES A 

BMW 3 Series Diesel 2.0 190 2 Automatic YES B 

Skoda Kodiaq Diesel 2.0 190 4 Automatic YES B 

Mini Countryman Diesel 2.0 190 4 Automatic YES C 

Audi A4 Diesel 2.0 190 2 Automatic YES C 

Mercedes-Benz GLC-Class Diesel 2.1 168 4 Automatic YES D 

BMW X1 Diesel 2.0 190 4 Automatic YES D 

Suzuki Vitara Diesel 1.6 120 4 Automatic YES E 

Alfa Romeo Giulia Diesel 2.1 178 2 Automatic YES E 

Peugeot 308 Diesel 2.0 180 2 Automatic YES E 

Ford Focus Diesel 2.0 150 2 Manual YES E 

Maserati Quattroporte Diesel 3.0 275 2 Automatic YES E 

Mazda 6 Diesel 2.2 150 2 Manual YES E 

Renault Kadjar Diesel 1.6 130 2 Manual YES E 

Land Rover Discovery Diesel 2.0 240 4 Automatic YES E 

Kia Rio Diesel 1.1 74 2 Manual NO G 

BMW 
2 Series Active 

Tourer Diesel 1.5 116 2 Automatic YES G 

 
Independently financed and implemented, the EQUA Index is designed to help end 
the confusion that many consumers face when trying to understand the complex 
subject of fuel economy and tailpipe emissions, with ratings openly published and 
freely available to all.   
 
Developed by Emissions Analytics, the world’s leading provider of real-world 
emissions measurement, the EQUA Index is totally independent of car manufactures, 
trade associations and government. The EQUA Index is a scientific undertaking, 
providing highly accurate information, obtained though standardised and repeatable 
testing conducted on real roads. 
 
Reporting on four main areas, The EQUA Index covers fuel consumption, carbon 
dioxide, carbon monoxide and nitrogen oxides with easy to understand ratings 
available for over 60,000 vehicles. This free and powerful service provides a 
complementary suite of information covering the most important aspects of vehicle 
emissions. 
 



The EQUA Index delivers drastically more realistic figures than the new official fuel 
economy test, the World harmonised Light vehicle Test Procedure (WLTP), set for 
introduction in 2017, which will still relies on laboratory-based testing. 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
Nick Molden, CEO and founder of Emissions Analytics, is available for interview and 
comment on the issues relating to real-world fuel economy data and vehicle 
emissions. 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
About EQUA 
 
The EQUA Index is designed to evaluate the performance of individual passenger 
cars across the European Union in terms of fuel economy and tailpipe emissions 
under real-world driving conditions.  The scheme will assess cars using objective 
performance criteria, recognising the best performers in emission levels through the 
ratings awarded. 
 
The on-going programme will be separate from, and independent of, vehicle 
manufacturers’ certification tests. The results will be publicly available, with the aim 
of influencing policy development and implementation, allowing consumers to make 
informed purchase decisions and demonstrating the improvements that vehicle 
manufacturers are making in fuel efficiency. 
 
A technical reference document on the methodology is available on request. 
 
The EQUA Index is owned, funded and operated by Emissions Analytics, which 
retains all rights associated with the results and ratings. 
 
About Emissions Analytics 
 
Emissions Analytics is a specialist in real-world, on-road vehicle emissions 
measurement and analysis, covering the European Union and the United States.   
 
Its capabilities cover the measurement of regulated pollutants, including CO, CO2, NO, 
NO2, NOx, total hydrocarbons and particulate matter, using officially certified Portable 
Emissions Measurement Systems (PEMS). 
 
Operating since 2011, it has carried out PEMS tests on more than 1400 model 
variants of passenger car in addition to testing heavy goods vehicles, tractors, taxis, 
vans and buses. It is the unrivalled expert in the field of on-road emissions 
monitoring. 
 



Its bespoke services include benchmark tests, product evaluation and real-world 
running costs and it offers subscription access to its database of test results, as well 
as confidential testing services for product development and evaluation. 
 
As experts in vehicle emissions and fuel consumption, Emissions Analytics supports a 
range of commercial and publicly funded organisations. It is currently in partnership 
with Imperial College, London, studying urban emissions for transport planning and 
policy. 
 
Emissions Analytics is willing to provide journalists with sample data for specific 
vehicles upon request. 
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Matt Sanger (Torque): 020 7950 1079,  
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